
 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

All children from Grade 1 to Grade 7 participate in 
computer lessons. Our specialized computer teacher 
integrates the classroom curriculum into the lessons. Pupils 
in Grades 4 to 7 have access to the internet to do research 
for project work. 
  

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 
Learners look forward to their regular outdoor excursions, 
which enrich their educational experience.  These outings 
range from day trips to overnight outings.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
Pupils participate in various community engagement and 
fundraising initiatives and we have an active Rotary Early 
Act Club.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Grade 3 Ball has become a tradition at Oatlands.  The 
boys and girls practice their social skills and dancing steps 
and use this occasion to show off  their newly acquired 
skills to their parents. 

 

Oatlands Preparatory School 
African Street  P O Box 991  

Grahamstown 6140 
Tel/Fax: 046-622 2935 

e-mail: admin@oatlandsprepschool.co.za 
 

www.oatlandsprepschool.co.za 
 

Bank account details for donations to the 
School’s expansion project: 

 
Oatlands Development Trust 

First National Bank 
Grahamstown Branch Code 210-717 
Call account number 62-573-989-799 

 

 
Oatlands Preparatory School was established as a 
Foundation Phase School in 1949. Due to the 
increased demand for English medium 
education, the school expanded to include Grade 
4 in 2013. With the addition of  a grade each year, 
Oatlands has now grown into a fully-fledged 
primary school. Our focus is on the holistic 
development of  each child to ensure a sound 
foundation on which to build a successful future. 
 
Oatlands Preparatory School is a public school, managed 
by a Governing Body which is comprised of  parents, 
teachers and support staff.  Parents are encouraged to be 
involved in all aspects of  their children's learning. 
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Warren Mills, past pupil from 1998 to 2001 

 
THE HISTORY OF OATLANDS 

Oatlands Preparatory School was officially opened in June 
1949, but its history stretches far back into the history of  
the Eastern Cape.  
 
In 1859, the land on which the school now stands was 
bequeathed by John Douglas for the building of  a school.  
The “Douglas School” ran for many years but by 1928 the 
ground was desolate and the school had been demolished. 
 
During the 1940's the lower section of  Victoria Girls' 
School split from the main school and, with Miss Newby 
at its head, became Victoria Preparatory School.  Lack of  
space and growing numbers of  pupils forced the decision 
to build a new Preparatory School on the Douglas plot.  
Oatlands Preparatory School, as the new school became 
known, was officially opened on 1 June 1949. 

 
ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE 

At Oatlands, the teachers form a cohesive and dedicated 
team whose excellent educational methods and innovative 
lessons ensure a high standard of  learning for every child 
in their care. Discipline is applied with a firm, but caring 
attitude. Our aim is to foster self-discipline, self-confidence 
and a positive attitude in each child. The language of  
instruction at Oatlands is English. However, both isiXhosa 
and Afrikaans are taught as additional languages.  
 

CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 
Learners are taught music appreciation, singing and 
movement to music.  They learn to play marimbas, 
recorders and various percussion instruments. Choral 
singing is a popular extra-mural amongst both the boys 
and girls of  the Intermediate Phase. 

 
Our annual Foundation Phase play is a highlight of  the 
year, whilst our annual Cultural Evening is hosted by our 
Intermediate Phase pupils. 
 
Every child has a role to play in these events, which 
encompass poetry, dance, percussion and acting. 
 

 

Public speaking skills are an integral part of  our school 
curriculum. Children often entertain their parents and 
grandparents with oral presentations.   
 
Creative work is encouraged.  Children enjoy participating 
in art and craft lessons and having their masterpieces 
displayed in the school passages. We are proud of  the 
results achieved by our young artists.  

 

 

SPORT 
Sporting activities form a fundamental part of  the school 
programme. Cricket, soccer, athletics and tennis are played 
in summer.  Hockey, rugby, soccer, tennis and netball are 
offered in winter. Competent coaches ensure that our 
young sports stars are provided with a firm foundation on 
which to build their sporting futures.  Our teams compete 
with great enthusiasm and pride in tournaments and 
matches against other schools 

Our annual Foundation Phase and Intermediate Phase 
Sports Days are a highlight of  the year, supported by 
enthusiastic parents.  
 

ETHICS 
At Oatlands, the diversity of  cultural and religious 
expression are acknowledged and celebrated. Sound ethical 
and spiritual values are encouraged within a framework 
which is equitable and allows for the recognition of  the 
religious views of  the diverse people in our country.   


